Changing patterns of childhood aphasia.
Acquired aphasia in children has been generally characterized as nonfluent, transient, and frequently due to right hemisphere lesions. We studied 65 children with unilateral hemispheric brain lesions occurring after speech acquisition any time from the second through the fourteenth year. Of 34 patients with a left hemisphere lesion, 25 had an initial aphasic speech disturbance, while of 31 patients with a right hemisphere lesion, only 4 (including 2 left-handers) showed any initial aphasia. All those who became aphasic before the age of 8 years eventually regained speech, but recovery time required ranged from less than a month to more than two years. One 5-year-old boy who recovered had initial jargon aphasia. Our review of the literature indicated that the conflict between our results and the traditional claim of frequent aphasia with right hemisphere lesions only apparent; the great majority of crossed aphasias are concentrated in reports written before antibiotics were used, and many cases were assoicated with systemic bacterial infections.